33~i                                  ANALYSIS  OF

by   THE  MOST   HIGH  &OD,   CREATOR   OF   HEAVEN    AHB

EARTH, Gen. xi\r. 2*2 ; the Transjordanite tribes^ by THE GOD

OF GOBS THE LORD, Josh. xxii. 22. And the LAW prescribed,
" Tliou shalt fear THE LORD THY GOD, and serve him, and

shalt swear by Ms name/5 Dent. vL 13. And afterwards, " all
Judah rejoiced at the oath, for they had sworn [unto the LOEB
with a loud voice,] with all their heart, and sought him with
their whole desire : and He was found of them; and the Lord
gave them rest round about/9 2 Chron. xv. 14,15. And a highly
gifted Apostle uses the following most solemn asseveration,
" THE GOB AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,
who is BLESSED FOR EVERMORE, knoweth that I lye not*",
2 Cor. xi. 81.

Tows also were licensed by the law of Moses. " If a man
vow a row unto THE LORD, or swear an oath, to bind Ms soul
with a bond; lie shall not break Msjvord; lie shall do accord-
ing to all that proceecleUi out of his mouth," Numb. xxx. 2, Dent
xxiii. 31, Eccl. v. 4. See the cases ofJephtha and his daughter,
Judges xi 30, Hannah, and her son Samuel, 1 Sam. I. 11, The
Priests and Levites, to put away strange wives, Ezra x. 5 ; and
to take no usury from their brethren, Neh. x. 29. Paul also
vowed a vow?, which he performed, Acts xviii. 18, xxi. 23. Our
LOBD, therefore, reenacted the law, while he guarded against
the abuse of it, by prohibiting all oaths in common conversation,
as a profanation either of GOB'S name, where that was irre-
verently used, or where any of his works was substituted instead
of the awful and terrible name of [THE LORD, which the Jews,
through superstitious dread, at length ceased to use, from mis-
interpretation of Deut. xxviii. 58.

" Again, ye have heard that it was oracularly spoken to the
ancients, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto
THE LOKB thine oatJis.

" But I say unto you, Swear not at all^ [in common conver-
sation, by any of your usual oaths,] neither lij heaven, for it is
GOD'S throne; nor ly the earth, for it is his footstool; neither
lij Jerusalem, for it is the city of THE GREAT KING, as styled
by Darkly Pgahn xlviii. 2; neither shalt tliou swear lij thy
Jtead} for thou canst not make one thick hair white, or one

* The Apostle Paul swore, as he lived, in simplicity, as well as sincerity, (2 Cor. i.
12.) by THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ; than which a more awful
iiamc is aot to be uttered by the \oice of man. O^dwi's Sermons, Vol. II. Semi. 5.